
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Museum Ulm I Marktplatz 9 I 89073 Ulm  
 

Press Release from 11I11I19 
 

: Sonja Alhäuser to  
guest at Café Kleinschmidt  
30.11. 19 - 19.04.20 
Openig I Fri I 29 November 2019 I 7 p.m.  
 

One of his most important creative phases in the 1920s is inextricably linked 
with Ulm: Paul Kleinschmidt (1883-1949), painter of Berlin's wild city life, 
variety shows, theatres and coffee houses, found patrons and patrons in the 
Swabian metropolis throughout his life. On the 70th anniversary of his death, 
the Museum Ulm is dedicating an exhibition to this exceptional artist, who 
was defamed by the National Socialists as degenerate and driven into exile, in 
which everything revolves around coffee and cake. The Berlin artist Sonja 
Alhäuser (*1969) is a guest at the CAFÉ KLEINSCHMIDT. Her art does not 
only offer pleasure in the figurative sense, but also stimulates the taste buds 
directly and lustfully.  
 

The exclusiveness with which Paul Kleinschmidt dedicated his life to the theme of a sensual 
femininity is unprecedented. Equally incomparable is the intrepid directness with which he captures 
the plump opulence of reality and develops it in his paintings entirely out of a pasty matter of 
colour. Paul Kleinschmidt's paintings were inspired by the great models Adolph Menzel and Lovis 
Corinth. He treated color with the virtuosity of a confectioner who decorates cakes. The lavish 
women's bodies in his pictures he liked to accompany with temptingly sweet baked goods, erotic 
accessories, seductive buffets and cake smouldering. 
 

Sonja Alhäuser draws, designs sculptural installations and organizes 
performances and banquets at which practically everything is eatable 
and should be eaten. As sculptural material she uses margarine, 
chocolate, sugar, marzipan and other stimulants. The ephemeral 
character of her works and installations not only points to the 
fascination of the transience of everything earthly, but also contributes 
to the discussion of the ethics of enjoyment. 

 

Press Conference I Thu I 28 November 2019 I 11 p.m. 

With Sonja Alhäuser and the curator Dr. Stefanie Dathe 
 
Abb.: Paul Kleinschmidt, birthday still life, oil on canvas, 1930, private property I Sonja Alhäuser, chocolate machine I, 1997 (detail), 
photo Achim Kukulies, Düsseldorf, VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2019 

 
:  Further information to teh exhibition you will find under www.museumulm.de.  
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