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On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the birth of 

Joseph Beuys (02.05.1921-23.01.1986) in 2021, the 

Museum Ulm and the Kunsthalle Vogelmann Heilbronn 

(24 July to 07 November 2021) are dedicating a joint 

exhibition project to the artist of the century. The focus 

will be on Joseph Beuys not only as an outstanding 

artistic personality, but primarily as a political figure, as 

well as on his special and particular connection to the German southwest.  
 

For example, Joseph Beuys obtained the felt for his 

objects in Giengen an der Brenz and his famous 

honey pump for documenta 6 was made in Wangen 

im Allgäu. The artist's relationship to the German 

South is also intensively illuminated in particular by 

the first-time evaluation of the Joseph Beuys archive 

of the author, publisher and publicist Rainer 

Rappmann with letters, audio, visual and film 

documents in connection with the International Cultural Centre Achberg (INKA). 

 

Founded 50 years ago, INKA was considered an 

important centre of intellectual and political 

awakening in Germany in the 1970s and 80s. Joseph 

Beuys made annual appearances here and worked in 

the spirit of his idea of "social sculpture". In the 

context of his political activities, Joseph Beuys also 

expressed the thesis "Every human being is an artist" 

in 1967. He was convinced that every person could 

contribute to the development and shaping of society through creative action. Accordingly, 

the task of art was to make people aware of the development of society as a continuously 

creative process. His expanded concept of art is also particularly suitable for 

commemorating the 75th anniversary of the first free local elections in Germany after the 

Second World War and for discussing current questions about the relevance of democracy 

with a young generation, such as Fridays for Future or Future2. 
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Joseph Beuys' involvement with the "Greens" also stands for 

his links to southern Germany. When the Green Party was 

founded in Karlsruhe in January 1980, the artist was there as a 

participant in the founding party conference. Even though 

Joseph Beuys was not able to push through his own political 

ideas with the "Greens", he remained a member of the party 

until his death. From 1980 onwards, he designed election 

posters for them, which were used in the production of his 

editions, which are also presented in the exhibition.  
 

As an expression of his idea of the democratisation of art, his 

diverse and numerous multiples also occupy a significant space 

in the exhibition. In addition to his editions, these reflect his 

political activities in connection with his artistic ideas. He even attributed a political 

function to the multiples. The art objects, which appeared in multiple editions, made 

"communication through repetition" possible. They corresponded to his idea of sending 

out and multiplying ideas, in that they were addressed to everyone and were affordable 

during the artist's lifetime. The multiples are an expression of his idea of the 

democratisation of art. 
 

The exhibitions are accompanied by a comprehensive joint publication 

with numerous illustrations and texts by Stefanie Dathe, Marc Gundel, 

Rita E. Täuber, Rhea Thönges-Stringaris, Rainer Rappmann, Sabine 

Heilig, Wolfgang Zumdick, Lukas Beckmann, Barbara Martin, Rainer 

Willert and Kirsten Claudia Voigt, 320 pages, 28 €. 

 
 

The exhibitions are under the patronage of the Minister President of the Federal State of 

Baden-Württemberg, Winfried Kretschmann. 
 

In cooperation with Kunsthalle Vogelmann Heilbronn 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pic. : Joseph Beuys, b/w photograph, 1981 (c) Fotoarchiv Ruhrmuseum Essen, photo Jürgen Leiendecker, VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2020 I 
Joseph Beuys during the construction of the Honey Pump in Kassel, 1978, b/w photograph, Archiv der Pumpenfabrik Wangen GmbH, 
with the kind support of Pumpenfabrik Wangen GmbH, VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2020 I Joseph Beuys at the 1973 summer conference in the 
garden of the Humboldt House Achberg, seminar Art in the Economic Sector, Achberg Beuys Archive, photos Rainer Rappmann, VG 
Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2020 I Joseph Beuys ohne die Rose tun wir's nicht, 1972, colour offset on cardboard, with handwritten text, ed. Edition 
Staeck, Heidelberg, VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2020 I Exhibition catalogue, A Woodstock of Ideas - Joseph Beuys, Achberg and the South, 
design Müller Hocke GrafikDesign 
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