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What does protest look like? How does resistance 

draw attention to itself? How can grievances and 

abuses, crimes and misdemeanours be denounced and 

fought? What slogans, signs and gestures were and 

are there for the burning issues of our world? 
 

On the occasion of the 100th birthday of Otl Aicher 

(1922-1991), one of the most influential 

communication designers of the 20th century, the 

Museum Ulm has realised an exhibition that focuses on 

the design of resistance and protest in international 

contemporary culture. 
 

Protest and civil disobedience were strong traits of the 

political man Otl Aicher. Already as a young man, he 

developed a resistant attitude, initially against the 

appropriation by the National Socialist regime of injustice, which did not shy away from 

using visual design as a means of manipulation. He stayed away from marches, refused to 

join the Hitler Youth, did not wear party insignia and undermined all measures of 

ideological conformity. 
 

Later, his opposition developed into a lifelong public confession. Even at the age of 62, 

together with his wife Inge Aicher-Scholl, Walter Jens, Heinrich Böll, Dorothee Sölle, 

Heinrich Albertz, Erhard Eppler, Günter Grass and many other like-minded people from the 

cultural scene, he blocked the entrance to the special weapons depot in Mutlangen to 

demonstrate against the deployment of Pershing II missiles. 
 

Otl Aicher's spirit of political dissent was formative for his creative work. As early as the 

1960s, he designed posters and paper corsages for the Easter marches. In 1983, he had 

figures reminiscent of his pictograms printed on a textile ribbon to give to those taking part 

in the human chain during the Pershing II protest in the Swabian Alb. And in memory of 

the resistance group "The White Rose", Otl Aicher created a much-cited logo. 
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But what does protest look like today? Does resistance only live on the endless media loop 

that always shows the same heads? Can new symbols be found for contemporary issues? 

Or to put it another way: What does the key visual of the Fridays for Future or Black Lives 

Matter movements look like? Are there unmistakable symbols that have become an 

intercultural and globally understandable sign for the international peace movement 

comparable to Pablo Picasso's dove? Is the artistically designed poster, which unfolds its 

effect primarily in public space and which became the preferred instrument for product 

advertising and political propaganda in the 20th century, still the medium of the day 

today? 
 

The exhibition presents international artists and graphic designers who deal with slogans, 

symbols, gestures and signals of resistance, enlightenment and protest in paintings, 

drawings, image montages, poster and leaflet campaigns, neon signs, billboards, videos 

and animations on the topics of environment, peace, democracy, consumption, health, 

human rights, equality and diversity. 
 

As a supplement, contributions from an online call can be seen: Via the platform 

nextmuseum.io, activists have been invited to submit their central ideas and motifs of 

outrage, resistance and opposition in imaginative formulations and visualisations for the 

production of merchandise. Very topical, grassroots messages are given a forum here. 
 

With works by 
 

Otl Aicher I Noma Bar I AA Bronson I Jeremy Deller I (Frank) Shepard Fairey I Parastou 

Forouhar I Grapus I Guerilla Girls I Tina Hage I Jenny Holzer I Jeff Hong I Mitsuo Katsui I 

Barbara Kruger I Luba Lukova I Tine Melzer I Pierre Mendell I Csaba Nemes I Mohamed Ben 

Soltane I Klaus Staeck I Jinoos Taghizadeh I Oliviero Toscani I Tomi Ungerer I Jan Wilker 
 

The exhibition will be accompanied by a comprehensive programme of events and a 

forthcoming publication. 
 

Funded by the Kulturstiftung des Bundes (German Federal Cultural Foundation) 

 

Funded by the Beauftragte der Bundesregierung Kultur und Medien (Federal Government Commissioner for 

Culture and Media) 

 

Fig.: Otl Aicher, Nein Volksversammlung, 1983 (c) Florian Aicher, HfG-Archiv / Museum Ulm 

 

Further information is also available at www.museumulm.de.  
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